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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL DISABILITY INSURANCE SCHEME MY WAY TRIALS — 
FIRST QUARTERLY REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Disability Services 
HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Disability Services) [3.07 pm]: The 
Western Australian National Disability Insurance Scheme My Way trials first quarterly report has been released, 
and I am proud of what Western Australia has accomplished. The first three months have been a success. We 
have met our targets and great outcomes are already being achieved. 

In the lower south west trial site 518 people with disability were found eligible for supports and services—
a greater-than-expected number and a testament to the commitment, community connectedness, responsiveness 
and flexibility of the My Way coordinators. Through them, people with disability are receiving the supports and 
services they need to reach their goals. They engage people early in detailed planning, facilitate community 
inclusion and assist with access to mainstream services such as health and education. 

Central to the My Way model is the development of a person’s natural and community-based support networks, 
such as friends, neighbours and volunteers. Support is not simply about an allocation of dollars. Not everyone 
needs funding to reach their goals. Natural supports are vital to enhancing community inclusion for people with 
disability. Good natural supports mean the community is responsive and able to offer a key support role. We 
have seen great examples of this already in the trial with 97 people with approved plans not requiring funding as 
a result of the detailed planning they have undertaken with their My Way coordinator. However, sometimes 
natural supports are not enough. To make sure people are receiving the supports they need, significant extra 
resources and an extra $100 million from the state and commonwealth governments is supporting the two trials. 
In addition, during this period nine new disability service providers have registered to deliver formal supports 
and services in the area, further extending choice and control for people with disability. 
The state government’s partnerships with non-government disability organisations and its strategic engagement 
with key stakeholders have also been strengthened in these first months, particularly through the close work 
between the disability and mental health sectors to ensure that people with psychosocial disability are engaged 
and aware of the supports available to them under the expanded NDIS eligibility criteria. I have previously 
shared with members the story of Margaret River man Ben and the positive impact that being included in the 
WA NDIS My Way trial is having on his life. He is not the only one either. By the end of the first quarter 
40 people with psychosocial disability were engaging with WA NDIS My Way. 
This is only the beginning. WA NDIS My Way will continue to evolve over the two-year trial period. I look 
forward to continuing to share with members the stories behind the numbers and the real impact of this state 
government initiative, for which we fought very hard, on Western Australians with disability and their families 
and carers. 
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